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urn of the century onc-room school houses in
irable condition are hard to find, They are a lot
: old covered bridges ... few and far between. But,
the Fort Waync/Allen County arca appcnﬁs to he
blessed with a scattered few that new owners have
restored to their natural beauty, and even made homes
out of them,

George and Linnea Bartling are one couple who
looked for an authentic one-room Indiana school
house for years. One day while scanning through a
newspaper they spotted just such a gem. [t was on the
auction block. On a wing and a prayer the Bartlings
decided they would bid on the old building, which
needed just about every
type of repair imagina-
ble. Long story short,
mast of the bidders
attending the event liter-
ally walked away when
the bidding reached
$20,000,  but  the
Bartlings staved, They
knew what they could
spend, and they knew
that the century old
huilding would be worth
every penny of it once
they finished their reno-
vations. That very day
they hecame the new
owners of the building,
and what would soon
become their new home
at 10410 Aboite Road.

Unless you are look-
ing for a white picket
fence  hugging Aboite
Road you may drive right
by the 1902 school







